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Mumber Ao Sigkiang: The Kasakh rece of Sinkieng is siso raferred to, both in Sinkiang and
in English-language texts on that province, as Kazuk; Kasak and Ha-se~ko. Aorciding

to & 1941 survay they numbered 318,716, or alightly over 8.3% of the totul population

of sm.

Sedgin of the Naae: The origin of the Kasakhw is indicated by the name "Kasakh",
vhioh neans®a fugitive cr masterless man wio has separ.ted himself from his tribe or
crerlordYs Their naae vas slopted by the Russianz, Poles anc Ukroiniane, and 1ia
proucurdeu in an ideniicul wmanner. The Eogiioh-language version of thig nare, hewever,
changed the Slavic promounciation of Koskk to Cdesaok.

mmm h s The Sinkiang Zasakhs mmmmwma.cm
un & camparatively recent pezicd. They wers or & part of the Mus,
a endevmsnt of Jagatai, Who was ohe ¢f the scas of Jenghis Khan. n.nthqboug:'
part of the Usbek Khanate, one of the successor 2:8tes of the Wna, endowed to Juchi,
oldest son of Jenghis., The Usbek Khonate, called the Galden Horde by ‘ho Russiana,
sufferes from ocnstant friotion smong trital Sultans and Princes. In the atddle of
mt&mummytvo&dmotﬁ.h&m,mamthonatmm
mmammm,zmﬂohmmummmummm
te of Mogulistan, muomnn,mmmuoammumuamnr
Tashkent to Daungar’a, boping to find them rllies sgaingt his Usdek rivals, gave the
MWMM?@L&WnMA.&.&h&MMMMMW&?&
G to vest of the Miver Sary-su, Tae travaformation of thir smell growp iato
ummtmmuwmummuo:mmumew. The Uabeks
ntthtt&cmdhmﬁmmhrmummmwnu'
oontaet vith the sedentery ocasia population, .
mummn-mmmnmwm:mmm,m.mm
Mmu:ummunmeumunumnuaam..
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CONFIDENTIAL/SECURITY INFORMATION

In the sixteenth century “he nevly formed Kazakr Knhanats split inte three kordes;
forming a lecose federaticn which united only rarely, under stress of war. Of these
three hordes, it was the easternmost; or the Old Horde, whnse grazing lands rasched
east of ihe present Scviet~Chinese border into Sinkisng. During the eighteenth
and nineteentn centuries the Russians began o panetrate into the tarritory of

the Kasakhs and by the end of the ninsteenth century nad succeeded in colonizing
the territory of the three herdes, except for the sasternmost part vhich remained
under Chinese dominaticr. Even after the border was established many aspects of
the common historisal development continued, as the nomads do nct respect national
boundarles and migrate back and forth across the frontiers which cut througn their
tribal lines.

«40g8g8s The language of the Sinkiang and Soviet Kazakhs is identical. It is
the Kagakh langusge which belongs to the Turkic group of the Altaic femily and
is closely related to the other Turkie languages of Irner Asie. The small numbaer
of literates, mainly within thn upper classes and vas olergy, used tua Arabis
script., However; since thisis nct suited to any of the Turkic la~guages, ths
Soviete introduced a Latin aiphate* and in 1940 repleced it by tne Cyrillic
alphabet; with the additicr of a few special leiters,

Baligiop: The Kazakns belcng to the Sunni sect of the Isluamic faith, They were
not converted to Mohammedanism until the ssventeenth century, Bscause they are
wild and utterly undisciplined ncmads. they not only do not have mosques, but
are by no means strict in *heir religlous observances. Since the conditions of
nomadic jiife require acti~e kinde of werk from boti men and wonan, they neithar
seciude nor veil their wumen. They are also lax abouv the details of the Moslem
dietary laws. .xcep* for the prohibiticn against pork. They frequently neglect
to circumcise their gons  dc not adhere tc vhe nours of prayer or the scasons
of fasting, but ave completely enthusiastic 1r the perfurmanse of the femsts,
Worship is a simple mat‘ar vc *hem. invelving 1i441e move thar 2 prayer BLCR SN
while facing the wes*.,

eAibia: Thy fievce, ruggad nd bearded Kazakh tribssmern prssant
& very striking appearancs. ThLey are of Mcugeloid typs, short amd s:icut. dark
skin, dark straight hair. hieck ayes wi‘k an g¢plcanthic fcld; nose bicad & *ae
bass and of mediun fezlal ard body hair. Toey do not shave on reaching maskccd,
but merely trim the beasd s.uong thair lipe for convanienze of ssiing,

Axaag: The Kazakks dzoeps ~nemselves “r bleck. 2lcth coas with bushy fur hate,

or in inverted sbeep-ockir coats and balme'~shaped hata thet also zover the ears
and neck. To their leather girdies a dagger is always attached cn cwne rigns side
and & leather bag on the laft, Thay are alsc resdily identified by bigh-basaied
riding beots. In scme instances the Kasakh men and vomen &lsc wear sa’l-oaps
(tebiteika) which are slvays sither black or marcon in coler. The women generally
vear long white cotton gowns wbich fell to the ground and in cold weather are
topped by padded black soticn Jacicets whick reach to the hips, Their head end .
neck is vovered by white ootton hoods which oxrose only the fass. For ornamentd
thay vear rings end sostly brecelets;, cfter of golc studded .with preoloua stones.

Songmpiraticng: The nain grasing grounde cf the Sinkiang Xasakhs are along the
border between Sinkiang and tae Kesskh Soviet Socialist Republic and in the
Altal region bordering t-y Mongolias Peoplo's Republic. They ave the predoairant
raoe in northystern dinkiang, Froz the Tekas and Kauges Rivers, in tae i
region, they range northeastward to the Chugvohak region and then southeastward
along the Mongolian border. There are sves Kasakhy on the other side of this
border, under the #oversignty of the Mongolien Pecple's Republic.

Buallingss Kasekhe generally live in "yurts™ &)l the Jour around, bit some
reside in mud or log cabins during the winter. A yurt is a rouad felt veat
vith a oonical roof. It is a hcve which is sasily transportable, commodious,
ocol in swmer and wvarn in vinter. !urtnnry‘.nlinkouthoono-mmiot.y
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to a chieftain's yurt whisk may be from 30 4o 40 feet in diameter. The structure
consists of a framework of collapsible ireiliswork about thres faet tall, or four
to five feet when not unduly extended., This trelliswark is set up in & gircle,
leaving an opaning for the door frazs. Next; arched poles, resembiing ribs .of
& hugs umbrella; are lashed all around to the top of the trelliswork and these
curved ribs;, instead of meeting above in an 8pex; are socketed into a wooden
ring about a yard across. The roof of arched poles is covered with large pleces
of felt, about a quarter inch thick and made of wool or camel's hair; and to the
corners of these are attached long, gayly colored bands. The latter serve to
fasten the felt pieces to the framework and add a deccrative touch to %he under
roof. The open ring at the top lets light and air irto the yurt and allows amoke
to escape. A flap of felt can be drawn back and forth over the aperture by ropes,
. thus the draft can be regulated or ir rain the interior made watertight.  The '
door-frame also has a felt blind which can be rolled up in the daytime and secured
at night, . v

As you enter a yurt, to the right of the door is & resd matting enclcsure which
serves as a storeroom for milk cnd cream and also affords the vomen a area
of privacy. The family possessions are stored along the back wall, set up off
the ground on & low platform., Hers are the trunks which contain the family heir-

. looms of embroideries and gold and silver trinkets. On top of the trunks are
plled gay-cclored comfortars while on the ground, beside the platfoarm, are the
silver-trimmed wooden saddles, Attached to the trelliswvork, all around the ingide
of the yurt, are whips. bridles. ropes. girdlesr anc other saddle trappings.

¢ The dist of the nomsdic Kaazakh tribesmen consisis of approximataly

50% atlk, 40% meat and 10% cereal. Thay eat ebsolutely, no vogetables and are
considered to be medium ea‘srs. The Kesakhs are etrong meat-eaters, being very
fond of roagted flesh in any form. Horse-meat sausage is their chief delicacy.
The pocrer.people live more on milk Aand cheese than ca mutton, while weal thier
berd-owners sutslst mostly on wutton. The horse; formerly important in war, is
honored in Kagakh folklove for ite beauty; bravery and faithfulnoss, The meat

. of white horaer 1; consideced a specially delicate dish, while sheep are most
e3teemed when they have a yallov head and white body. Their daily drink is tea,
with ailk, and they also consume a grect deal of "kumie", which is fermentad mare's
milk. Kemis serves &3 their wine and Zas an alcoholic content of Irom *wo to .
three par pent. The wealthy Kagakhs keep herds of mares for the specific purpose
of producing tais ceink.

" Kasskhs are careful to wash thelr hends before every meal, if *hay ozn find no

water for that purpose, they use oleen earth. It ‘s also a fixed custom with
thes to wear a hat when eating. Failure to do ao is considered discourtsous
and if one of the tribesmen 1s offered food when ke has no bat handy ha will
alvays do his best to improvise soms head acvering befcre eating. If nothing
else is available for that purpose, they even put a piece of straw in their hair
28 an &ot of .ocurtasy before partaking of food. They eat with their hands, dut
firct cut the meat with their knives. Like other noaads, thay parade the beest
chosen for slaughter so that their guest may ses that he is heing given the best
thoy heve. When & stranger comes (o taeir yurt he must at onoe bs offered food

,mumkuh-mtmtutobohdthohutmntuphintobhnut the
Teasons for failing to provide it. Otherwise, the guest has the right to coaplain
to the Lead-man of the cocvaunity, who will Te7inend the host severely and even
infiist punisheest upon him for having disgreced the eacampment in failing to
deal generously with ¢ traveler. :

dospetionss The Kasukh people are extremely strong and rugged pastoral nomads,

tut also very lasy. Outside of tending cattie, shesp, goats, horned cattle, !
. horsss and camels, thvottndouthnwot&aoccupﬁm. Sq some, vhen

vinter sesscn comed, take to the life of & ladoer. A fev stenl onttle and horsea
mmmmu,wmenmeamm;umm For this
umuuwndwm:mmmmmowmmcmn

tilling the soil, they lock any othe» vay in vhich to use it, One of their

subsidiary ocoupations is “he trapping of wild animals and selling their pelts.

COMF IDENT IAL/SECURITY IXTORMATION

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600030247-5




-ll Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600030247-5 -

—

CONF IDENT IAL/SECURITY INFORMATION

They trap by conventional means and also use hawks and hounds.  The Kazakhs excel
the Mongols in their knowledge of hawks and highly prize these great birds.

They carry thess valuable hunting falcons on their wrists, which ars padded to
protect them from the fierce grip of the claws. The arm bearing the bird is
Lupperisd by & wouden crutch which resss in the rider's stirrup. :

Like other nomads, the Kazakhs do not wander aimlesaly. Summer pastures belong
collectively to a group of families forming a clen and identified by a common
ancestor, whether real or fictitious. These pastures lie within a large territory,
in which jurisdiction is claimed by the larger unit, the tribe. Winter quarters
nqre comuonly belong to a single family, often the "large family® of several
generations living togethur. The chief migrations are in spring, from winter
quarters to summer pastures, and in autumn, from summer pastures back to vintwr
quarters. The most hazardous migration is in spring, when herds are weak afier
the winter, when lambs are being born and when spring blisgzards may cause heavy
losees, Good winter quarters are much harder to find than good summer pastures.
Shelter and food must be in closs combination, hense the scarcity oi. suitable
winter quarters rather than the abundance of summer pastures determines the total
population cepacity of a nomad territory. In practice, the wealthy Kasakh families
acquire the determining political power within clans and tribes and. secure the
best pastures. Rich men sometimes hire Uighurs or Chinese to cultivate grain

for thex on suitable land., A Kssakh's wealth is measured by the number of sheep
and goats that he possesses. Sheep and goats are the mconomic staple and serve

as the two units of cxchange value.

Disputes cver winter quarters are the most common cause of quarrels between
clans and tribes. Similarly, ths fact that good winter quarters ere often on
land whick ie suitable for cultivation is the most coumon cause of friction
between Xasakhs and zolonising Uighur and/or Chinese farmers.

Suatoma

a. Qensral: Sileace, among the Xasakhs and othr~+ nomads, is & nrelude to
gresting. This is a fine point in their social etiquette. After having
epproached one another in silence, the Kasskhs shake bands and then i
emlrace esch other round the waist. Although they are beardsd they do
not stroke their beards, as a sign of gresting, as do the Uighurs. Rldevs
kise their chiidren when meeting thom,

Justice is edministered by & meeting of the esntire commumity, whioh appears
to gather without any spscial suwsons as s0on a8 thy vhisper goes round that
sone wrong has besu done. Minar offenses are punished by fines and scaetines
the offenderts cattle is confiscated by the crder of the headenan, The
death penalty is only exaoted for premeditated and unvarrected murder and

is folloved by the digtributien of his Proparty aacng the community.

be Marzisgsr Sarriage is strictly Yorbidden between those who vere raised on
the stne allk, A marrisge broker arranges the Tinanolal aspeots of the
affair and finally brings the two parents together. Once the parents
have olasped hands, there 13 no goirg back on the baxgaiz, The tridegroom
then goes to fetoh his bride, 4An intaresting custom is that the father ahall
not meet his daughter-in-lav until at least tvo years after the ceremony.
'Should they meet by aocidest, the girl must turn her back and sover her
face vith a handkerchief,

Polygany is rraotiond by all who can afford it. A Kasakh Ran is alloved
four vives, but it is alvays understood that the first will have full
sontrol of the mauagement of the home, The other wives are held in the
position of servants, but treated well.

o. QRlxgracs The Kesskhs consider diverce disgraceful., If divorce appears
unavoidable, the relatives of both parties meet and disouss vith astenishing
frankness and impartiality as to vho is in the wrong. A Iugband may not
dimohhwifowithoutpcymghclmotmqinprmtmuhh
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’ © 7 wealth. 1f the women asks for a divorcs, even though she is Jjudged to
be justified in her vomplaints; she receives nothing. They have a fiked
rule that no maiter whet the circumstanaams ars; all the shildeen remain

- with the father and that the mother loses all her rights to them, -

d. Burdal Bifes: ifter a man's death his widow is not free to remarry as
she chooses;, for her husband's family paid good money for her and sho is
theirs by right of purchase. Therefore; she is usually married either
to her husband's brother or to a cousin., This practice is not in acoord
with the principles laid down in the Eoran; but the most that Islazm hzs
been able to achieve in this matter is to prevent compulsion from being
applied to the widow. - She may remain single if she desires) being then
without any obligation: to her husband!s relatives, Sickness is trested
by reading of appropriate scriptures oc the part of the priest. Teath
is aceepted with complete resignation, and there are no caremonies save
& general movrning. Jt is their custom to bury the desd immediately, for *
the spirit of the dead man may exercise an evil influence while his body

- 1s above ground. The corpse is washed in clean water and wrapped in a

vhite aloti, after which it is laid out with the head pointing to the south
and the face towards the vest. A tomb is then hastily hollowed and the
body 18 committed to tiae earth, a pasgage from the Koran being scleamly
read. The ritual is quickly ended. It is well suited to a people whose
life is hard and who are alvays on the move,

Whez the dead man is laid in the grave it is the custom fcr his widow to
lear at her face with her nails, soratehing till she draws blood. This
shous her respect and love for her husband and signifies her wish that no
other nan ghall ever eajoy Ler beauty, Hovever; it is amasing hov guickly
the scars keal, and it is usuaily not long before she is married once sgain,
In spite of this fact the ceremony is never omitted, for any woman fallirg
to soar her besuty would be jeared at by all the community and condemned as
incapshle of true affection.

\ 13, Geood Qualitiag: The Karskas, although vild and often driven'to dishcnesty under

- FTessure of great want, are a aimple, courteous, hospltable, genercus and lovable
pecple. They are very cleanly in their habita. Evary morning immediately upon
rising they take up the vater-pot to wash up, being particularly cardful to
wesh the undisclosed portions of the anatcay, ZXasakhs excel at borsezanship
and children five and six years u)d have bsea known for their riding ability,
There ars ncne et the age of ten who dc noc have unusual tealent such as enables
thezr to tall the sickness of a barse, to control the animal, to stand on its
baak, 0 bend from the horse to pick up articles Irom the ground, to strajghten
2p quickly and above all to side as though glued to the snimsl, Their greatest
sport and love is horse racing, The Kesskhs live very mich in the presént,
osring se little for the past that there 1s not word in their voosbulery for
great-grandfather,

14. Bad Qualitisa: For the moat part Kazakhs are pesceful and honest, but occasion=
ally, the youny men foal it necesssry te prove their manhcod, They will theu
thra te banditey, plundering far and wide and slaying anyone vho resists them.
Such sutireaks -are a major nuisence in northern Sinkiang, Thay often Necome
intoxicated on kumis and wre contemptuous of cities, uswally cauming x gread
deal of trousle when tLiy visii fairs. Sinoe they are nomads and vhely iife
is geveined by a oontinual search for fresh pastires, the Larnihs are geusrally
oconsidered to be the shiftiest people in Sinkiang.

15. Sonacal Frablams’ ﬂn most serious problem faoing the nomadic peoples of

Sinilang, ingluding the Kasakhs is overpopulaticn. ' The available pesturdl land
mm&mw-moohmmumu-mmtmnm

ve back these unwented immigrants, but the task
mhpdoum;&o&-mmm. Therefore, the future-holds nothing ut
or .
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